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PLANO EVENTS

Joint Industry Luncheon, Fairmont Hotel,
New Orleans

PLANO Wine Tasting, Royal Sonesta Hotel

PLANO Christmas Social,
The Napoleon House

PLANO Luncheon, Galatoire’s Restaurant
PLANO Luncheon, Muriel’s Jackson Square

PLANO Seminar (1/2 day)
N.O. Hilton Riverside

PLANO Executive Night
N.O. Hilton Riverside

PLANO Sponsor Party, Royal Sonesta Hotel

Nov.
Dec.
Dec.

Dec.

Jan.
Jan.

Jan.

Feb.

25
24
25
31

26
27

OTHER ACTIVITIES

Thanksgiving Day - Holiday
Christmas Eve - Holiday
Christmas Day - Holiday
New Year's Eve

New Year’s Day

NAPE, Houston, TX

NAPE, Houston, TX
MARDI GRAS - Holiday

JOINT INDUSTRY LUNCHEON - TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2004, 11:15 A.M.
FAIRMONT HOTEL
NEW ORLEANS
SPEAKER: MICHAEL C. LYNCH

TOPIC:

WHERE IS THE OIL SHORTAGE? THE ANTI-HUBBERT VIEW.

The past few years have seen a revival of arguments that resource scarcity will soon be driving
world petroleum markets. Forecasters, using the Hubbert method, claim to have generated reliable
estimates of the world’s ultimate recoverable petroleum resources, and warn that production is near
a peak. The implications of this are dramatic for the industry, as is the possibility that policymakers
will respond to the warnings.

Michael C. Lynch, President of Strategic Energy and Economic Research, is a research affili-
ate at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s Center for International Studies. Mr. Lynch takes
a more optimistic view in the discussion of World Reserves. He challenges the notion that global

petroleum reserves are the main constraint, and argues that the principal danger is that of market

volatility brought about by governments’ interference in world oil markets.
For luncheon reservations, please call Margo Cameron at 593-7560.




MESSAGE FROM THE PLANO PRESIDENT

2004-2005

We’re getting into the thick of the entertainment and socializing sea-
son, so it seems appropriate to spend some time looking ahead to
upcoming events.

First and foremost will be the hurricane-delayed PLANO Seminar and
Icebreaker Party now scheduled for Thursday, October 28th at the Royal
Sonesta Hotel. At last count, all guest lecturers have been able to re-
schedule, so if you still need “points” for this year, this is a great chance
to beat the traditional year-end crunch. Check the PLANO website for
more information on the seminar. :

Please note that there will be no monthly meeting in November. We’'ll |
be joining the other industry professional associations for a group lun-
cheon at the Fairmont Hotel at 11:30am on Tuesday, November 9th. The
Guest Speaker will be Michael Lynch with his presentation. “Where is the
Oil Shortage?”. Lynch takes the positive side of the long- running argument about whether or not the
world is running out of oil, so it should be interesting.

We’re also in the final stages of arranging the Wine Tasting to be held in November. Last year’s
Wine Tasting proved to be a great event, and we hope to do just as well this year. Information will be
coming out soon, so stay tuned.

Before | close, I'd like to make a quick mention of the great time we had at the PLANO Golf
Tournament. Though heavy rains from the weekend threatened us, the Carter Plantation Course
drained and dried quickly, so we were able play through with only minimal delay. I'd like to thank Bill
Johnson and Rob Schroeder for their usual excellent job in organizing the outing.

And last but not least, we'll say so long to Bill Gordon who will have left for Malaysia by the time
you read this. | told Bill to form a Miri Chapter of AAPL and then we could meet for an inter-chapter
mixer in say, Maui.

Well, that should do it for this month. | look forward to seeing all of you at the next function you can
attend.

A Happy and Safe Thanksgiving to all of you.

Lawrence P. (“Larry”) Beron, PLANO President
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PLANO 2004-2005

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

President — Lawrence P. (“Larry”) Beron
Independent .. ........ ... .. .. .. .. .. .. ... ... 504-833-2115

Vice President — Andrew M. (“Andy”’) Adams
Gieger, LaBorde & Laperouse, L.L.C. ............ 1 504-561-0400

Secretary — Warren P. Miguez
Taylor Energy Company . ...................... 504-589-0454

Treasurer — J. Patrick Morris, Jr.
Liskow & Lewis ........ ... ... .. ... ... ... .. ... 504-556-4191

Director — Anne D. Bailey
ChevronTexaco ............. .. ... ... ........ 504-592-6711

Director — John T. Dale, Jr.
McMoRan Oil & Gas LLC . ....................J 504-582-4619

Director — Devin M. Dixey
Murphy Exploration & Production Co. . .......... . 504-561-2672

Director — David V. Dufour
Dominion Exploration & Production, Inc. ........... 504-593-7164

PLANO MEMBERSHIP

The purpose of PLANO is. . . “To promofe and
advance the art and science of the profession of
Petroleum Landman.” With that in mind, we urge
all of our members to each bring in at least one new
member between now and the end of this year. A
membership form is available on the PLANO Web
Site — www.planoweb.org - so be sure to ask any
and all potential new members to join PLANO
NOw.

Should you wish to obtain additional informa-
tion, please contact Rick Price at 504-834-5559.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

Be Happy with What You Have
While Working for What You Want

Submitted by
Margo Cameron, PLANO Administrator &
PLANO Newsletter Editor

Director — Scott A. O’Connor
Gordon, Arata, McCollam, Duplantis & Eagan, L.L.P. . .504-569-1860

Director — Richard F. Price, Jr.
Price Energy LLC .. ... ... ... ... ... .. ... .. 504-834-5559

Director — William B. Raley
Cimarex Energy Co. .......... .. ... ... ....... 504-586-1815

AAPL Director - Wm. David Briggs
Legacy Resources Co., LP. .. ... ... ... ....... 985-674-4443

Immediate Past Pres. — Frank D. Barber, Il
Taylor Energy Company ....................... 504-589-0450

PLANO Auxiliary President — Jo Ahn Anderson
Harold J. Anderson, Inc. ....................... 504-276-5858

PLANO Administrator & Newsletter Editor -
Margo Cameron
Dominion Exploration & Production, Inc. .. ......... 504-593-7560

LISKOW& I EWIS

A PROFESSIONAL LAV GORPORATION
NEW OHLEANS ~ LAFAYETTE

JOHN M. WILSON
CRAIG WYMAN
JONATHAN A. HUNTER
THOMAS BERON

J. PATRICK MORRIS, JR.

LAWRENCE P SIMON
JAMES N. MANSFIELD Il
RICHARD W REVELS, JR.
SHAWN C. RHYMES
JAMES H. DUPUIS, JR.

/01 POYDHAS SIHEEI
SUIE 5000

NEW ORLEANS, LA /0139-5099
(504) 581-7979

822 HARDING S HEEI
=0, BOX 52008
LAFAYETTE, LA /U5Ub-2008
(337) 232-7424

VINTAGE PETROLEUM, INC.

110 West Seventh Street, Tulsa, OK 74119
(918) 592-0101 FAX (918) 878-5305

Ryburn McCullough
GENERAL MANAGER - LAND
ryburn@vintagetul.com

(918) 878-5140
Cell: (918) 640-8977
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Committee Chairmen were appointed:

Social Committee

JohnT.Dale, Jr. . ............

PLANO 2004-2005
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

Effective September 28, 2004, following the appointment of Lawrence P. (“Larry”) Beron as PLANO
President, and Andrew M. Adams, Vice President, Gieger, LaBorde & Laperouse, L.L.C., the following

Membership Committee/Certification/CPL

Richard F. Price, Jr, Chairman . ... ...... Price Energy LLC

....... McMoRan Oil & Gas LLC

Full details of all other Committee appointments will be contained in the December, 2004, Newsletter.

AAPL DIRECTOR’S REPORT

| recently attended the American Association of
Professional Landmen’s (“AAPL”) Quarterly Board
of Directors Meeting held in Chicago, IL on
September 19, 2004. Our own Harold J. Anderson
presided over his first Board of Directors’ Meeting
and did a fantastic job. For those of you who
attended PLANQO’s September 13, 2004, member-
ship luncheon, you were able to hear Harold explain
firsthand how AAPL is constantly working to
improve the lives of all Landmen. The benefits of
being an AAPL member far exceed the annual costs
of membership. | encourage any PLANO member
who is not a member of AAPL to join. You will
immediately start to recognize the benefits of mem-
bership such as the monthly Landman and
Landman 1 publications, first class educational
events, group health insurance (Geocare) and
industry lobbying efforts on behalf of all Landmen.
Call me now at 985-674-4443 to join.

Major topics discussed at the September 19,
2004, Board of Directors’ meeting are listed as fol-
lows:

1. Attendance at the Austin, Texas, Annual

Meeting was 753 persons.

2. Current AAPL membership stands at 6,793

vs. 6,747 this time last year. AAPL is still
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waiting on approximately 700 members
renewing their membership. Charles E.
Arnold, former PLANO Preddent, is the
AAPL Membership Chairman.

. The AAPL Gulf Coast Institute will be held on

November 4th and 5th, 2004, in Lafayette,
LA. You may vist the AAPL website
(www.landman.org) to download an applica-
tion.

. NAPE will be held on January 26th and 27th,

2005, at the Charles R. Brown Convention
Center in Houston, TX. Over 500 booths
have already been sold. NAPE has become
one of the industry’s premier events, and is
operated by Landmen.

. One of Harold Anderson’s new initiatives is

the New Generation Landman desighed to
recruit and mentor younger Landmen. If
your company has a “New Generation
Landman” who wishes to get involved in
AAPL, please have him/her contact Harold
or me.

Respecitfully submitted,

ANm. David Briggs
AAPL Regional Director




Acadian Land Services, L.L.C.
Heymann Qil Centet

321 Travis Street, Suite C 70503
Post Office Box 52916

_afayette, LA 70505-2916

ACADIAN LAND SERVICES.

Lease Acquisitions + Seismic Permits + Abstracting of Title + Mapping

Robert Todd Fontenot
James L. (Jim) Love

Phone: 337.237.0069
FAX: 337.233.3020
E-mail: info@acadianland.com

GK Energy Consulting, Inc.
5001 LBJ FREEWAY, SUITE 700
DALLAS, TX 75244

Specializing in Professional Land Services to Companies
Active in the Federal Of fshore, State Waters and in the
Onshore Gulf Coast Region

J. Joel Neeley
Land & Business Development Consultant

Office: 972.387.5240  Cell: 972.839.7526 Home: 972.517.8328
Email: gkenergycon@aol.com

SuNCoasT LAND SERVICES, INC.

JAMES THOMAS, CPL L
RUSSELL THOMAS, CPL LE

MEMBER AAPL, HAPL, WHAPL, PLANO, LAPL AND IRVWA

1003 Hugh Wallis Rd. 2316 Timber Shadows Dr.
Bldg. B Suite 202
Lafayette, LA 70508 Kingwood, TX 77339
(337) 232-1627 (281) 548-0099

jimmyt@suncoastland.com russellt@suncoastland.com

Beta Land Services, L.L.C.
BRYAN J. HANKS, CPL

401 Audubon, Ste.202-B
Lafayette, LA 70503
Pager 800-249-3640
Mobile: (337) 298-7200
Home: (337) 406-8797

PO. Box 51241
Lafayette, LA 70505
Office: (337) 261-0276
Fax: (337) 261-0279
Betals@bellsouth.net

Dominion
Exploration &
Production, Inc.

Offshore Business Unit

1450 Poydras Street
New Orleans, LA 70112
* 504-593-7000

Dominion
Kevin P. Guilbeau
Sr. Vice President
& General Manager Offshore

Michael A. (Mitch) Ackal, Jr.
General Manager
Land/Business
Development

Robert (Bob) Gerdes
General Manager
South Louisiana

www.dom.com

Houston |New0|1eans |Oklahoma City | Calgary

jones M

WALKER

Jones Walker’s Energy Practice represents
U.S. and international clients in energy related matters
involving counseling, transactions, regulatory and litigation
- large or small, single or complex -
in a practical and economical manner.

Jones Walker’s energy clients include:

* major producers

¢ independent producers

¢ pipeline companies

¢ o1l field service companies
¢ landowners

¢ financial institutions

Jones walker 1s the largest law tirm 1n Lowsiana with 220 lawyers
comprising over 30 practice areas ready to meet the ever changing
needs and evolving challenges of clients in the new global economy.

JONES, WALKER, WAECHTER, FOITEVENT, CARRERE & DENEGRE, LL P,
Baton Rovee Houson  Iaravyerme Mmami New Orieans WasninGion D.C
500 Dover Blvd., Suite 120, Lafayette, Louisiana 70503-5269
Telephone: (337) 406-5610 Fax: (337) 406-5620

email: rmeguire @joneswalker com
www joneswalke1 com
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HAROLD J. ANDERSON, INC.
Certified Professional Landmen

Lease Acquisition = Title Curative
Record Research = Rights-of-Way
— Due Diligence = Environmental Assessments

2200 Pakenham Drive
Chalmette, LA 70043
Phone (504) 276-5858
Fax (504) 276-8566
hjaincl@aol.com

810 Union St., Suite 402
New Orleans, LA 70112

SOUTHERN
TITLE & ARETRACT
Certified Abstracts of Title l:ﬂ.. [y [ =S

2200 Pakenham Drive

:ﬂ Chalmette, LA 70043
L 810 Union St, Suite 402
FI. New Orleans, LA 70112

Harold J. Anderson, CPL Phone 504-276-5858
President Fax 504-276-8566

PETROLEUM LAND RESOURCES, INC.
P.O. BOX 9011
HOUMA, LOUISIANA 70361

COMPLETE PETROLEUM LAND SERVICES

SERVING SOUTH LOUISIANA
SPECIALIZING IN TERREBONNE & LAFOURCHE PARISHES

Phone: (985) 876-0689

Fax: (985) 872-2528
elmore@petroleumland-houma.com
www:petroleumland-houma.com

DAVID ELMORE, CPL
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Randall C. Songy
Gordon T Whitman
Thomas G. Smart
Brent G. Sonnier
William E. Kellner
Mark B. Oliver

AW FIRM

A Professional Corporation

102 Versallles Boulevard, Sulte 600 (337) 237-2660
Sost Office Box 350/ “AX (33/) 260-1232
Latayette, Louisiana /Us02-350/ =-MAIL info@onebane.com

www onebane.com

Arthur C. LeBlane, Jr., CPL & Associates, Inc.

Professional Land & Abstract Services

Oil & Gas Leases + 3-D Seismic Permitting
Rights of Way - Abstracts of Title
Title Curative « Mapping

ARTHUR C. LEBLANC, JR., CPL
200 Heymann Boulevard
P. O. Box 53877
Lafayette, LA 70505-3877
(337) 233-9099 (office) (337) 237-4912 (fax)
E-mail: artleblanc@aclaland.com
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Patrick W. Reagan, C.P.L.

REAGAN ENERGY
SERVICES, L.L.C.

Professional Land Services

PO. Box 51194

Lafayette, LA 70505

Tel: 337.237.1296

Fax: 337.237.1299
Preagan@reaganenergy.com
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UISIANA LEGAL UPDA

OIL & GAS LAW DEVELOPMENTS

CASES OF INTEREST
Presented by Gordon T. Whitman
The Onebane Law Firm, Lafayette, Louisiana

Notice of Lawsuit Must be
Filed in Mortgage Records
to Affect Third Persons.

The donor of immovable
property (real estate) filed suit to
revoke the donation for ingratitude.

With the petition, the donor filed a notice of the

lawsuit (“Notice of Lis Pendens”) in the Conveyance
Records of the parish where the property is located.
During the pendency of the case, the donee sold the
property to a third person. The purchaser, who was
made a defendant by the donor, defended on the basis
that he bought free and clear of the lawsuit since the
Notice of Lis Pendens was not filed in the Mortgage
Records. The trial court agreed and dismissed the suit.
The Court of Appeal for the First Circuit affirmed.
Williams v. Williams, No. 2003-CA-2089, 2004 WL
1418401 (La. App. 1st Cir. La. decided June 25, 2004).

Louisiana by statute provides that the proper recor-
dation of a Notice of Lis Pendens makes the outcome
of the suit binding on third persons. LSA-C.C.P. art.
3752. Generally speaking, Louisiana requires that mat-
ters involving title to immovable property be filed in the
conveyance records. See LSA-R.S. 9: 2721. However,
in this instance the statute specifically requires it be
filed in the mortgage records, and so filing in the con-
veyance records was held to be ineffective.

The above case is a reminder that procedural
statutes must be strictly fol-

1-837-237-2660

Decedent also ded, and
their children (the
“Children”) filed to be rec-
ognhized as the heirs of the

_dd___,.‘-"‘ Decedent.  The trial court

refused and held that he could only
render a judgment recognizing the Heirs. The
Children would then have to open successions for the
Heirs. The Gourt of Appeal for the Second GCircuit
reversed, and held that the trial court should have recog-
nized the Children in the Succession of the Decedent. In
re Succession of Parker, Nos. 38920-CA, 38921-CA,
2004 WL 2102114 (La. App. 2nd Cir. La. decided
September 22, 2004).

The trial court reasoned that the Children were not
heirs of the Decedent a the time of his death.
Accordingly, he felt that he was required by law to place
the Heirs in possession, and that the Children must file
separate successions for each of the Heirs that had died.
The Court of Appeal rejected this and held that until a
Judgment of Possession is rendered in a succession that
an heir does not have “seizin in fact,” although an heir
may have “seizin of right.” In other words, an heir may
be entitled to inherit, but his interest in particular proper-
ty comes with being placed in possession by a judgment.
Accordingly, if an heir dies before that time, that heir’s
children may be substitted in the Judgment of
Possession without the need to incur the expense of fil-
ing additional successions.

lowed or be prepared to suf-

It cited the case of

fer the (disastrous) conse-
quences. From a logical
perspective, it makes per-
fect sense to file such a
notice in the conveyarnce
records; unfortunately, the
statute provides otherwise.
From the facts recited in the
opinion, it is not clear who,
if anyone, told the clerk
where to file it. In any
event, the case was dis-
missed without the donor
presenting her case.

This case is not yet

final. Should this decision
change upon  further
appeal, we will report on
same.
Court Holds that Living
Children of Original Heirs
of Decedent Entitled to be
Placed in Possession
Without Opening
Successions for Original
Heirs.

Upon the death of a
person (the “Decedent”), a
Succession was filed. Prior
to a judgment of possession
being rendered, the original
heirs (the “Heirs™), of the

About the Author

Gordon T. Whitman: Born New Orleans, Louisiana,
January 25, 1955; admitted to Bar, 1981, Louisiana.
Education: University of Southwestern Louisiana (S.,
1977); Louisiana State University (J.D., 1981). Phi Kappa
Phi; Phi Delta Phi; Order of the Coif. Member, Louisiana
Law Review, 1980-1981. Speaker, 46th Anhnual Meeting
and 2000 International Conference of American Association
of Professional Landman; Speaker, 45th Annual Meeting
and 1999 International Conference of American Association
of Professional Landmen; Speaker, 43rd Annual Meeting
and 1997 International Conference of American Association
of Professional Landmen. Member: Louisiana State Assistant
Examiner for Committee on Bar Admissions (1993-2002),
and  American  Bar
Association; Lafayette
Association of Petro-
leum Landmen; Profes-
sional Landmen’s
Association of New
Orleans; American
Association of Profes-
sional Landmen;
Louisiana Independent
Oil and Gas Asso-cia-
tion; Louisiana Associ-
ation of Bank Counsel;
Advisory Council to
Louisiana Mineral Law
Institute.

Areas of Practice:
Oil and Gas, Business

Succession of Martin, 234
La. 566, 100 So.2d 509
(1958), as authority for this
proposition.

The above decision is a
practical common sense
approach to the above prob-
lem. However, it is not yet
final. Should this decision
change upon further appeal,
we will report on same.

Copies of the above case
can be obtained upon request
to the writer at (337) 266-1232
(fax) or whitmang@ one
bane.com.

Louisiana Legal Update is
furnished at ho charge as an oil
and gas industry service to land
professionals by The Onebane
Firm, Lafayette, Louisiana, and
may be reproduced and distrib-
uted freely so long as no fee is
charged and the text is not
modified. This update is
intended for informational pur-
poses only and is not a substi-
tute for advice and guidance in
particular situations by an
experienced Louisianan legal
or land professional.
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UISIANA LEGAL UPDA

Fifth Circuit Finds MMS
Deep Water Rovalty Relief
Requlations Unlawful

Over the last thirty years,
Louisiana federa courts have
rendered a series of landmark deci-

Lands Act (“OCSLA"). Examples include Conoco v. Watt
(E.D. La. 1982), restraining MMS from applying its civil
pendtly regulatons; Union Texas Petrdeum v. PLT
Engineering (5th Cir. 1990), concerning the applicability
of the law of the adjacent state to federal offshore leas-
es; and Diamond Shamrock v. Hodel (5th Cir. 1988),
holding that federal lessees did not owe royalties on the
billions of dollars in take-or-pay monies paid by pipelines
to producers. Last month, the Fifth Circuit added anoth-
er decision to this body of OCSLA case law, ruling in
Santa Fe Snyder Corp. v. Norton that MMS'’s deep water
royalty relief regulations (30 CFR § 260.112-117) unlaw-
fully deprive federal lessees of royalty relief mandated by
Congress in the 1995 Deep Water Royalty Relief Act,
which amended the OCSLA. See http://www.cab.
uscourts.gov/opinions/

pub/03/03-30648-CVO.wpd.pdi.

In the Royalty Relief Act, Congress authorized royal-
ty relief of up to 87.5 MMBOE for two categories of deep
water leases: Pre-Act Leases, issued at lease sales held
prior to November, 1995; and New Leases, granted at
lease sales held during the period 1996-2000. The Act
made royalty relief for Pre-Act Leases dependent on the

OIL & GAS LAW DEVELOPMENTS

CASES OF INTEREST
Presented by Jonathan A. Hunter

Liskow & Lewis, New Orleans, LA
1-504-556-4131

issuance of the lease. At

issue in Santa Fe Snyder

was the entitlement of the
owners of a New Lease
affecting Mississippi Canyon
Block 110to royalty relief. The New
sions applying the Outer Continental Shelf ——————————"_Lease in question had been issued efiec-

tive August 1, 1997, pursuant to Lease Sale 166.

After the lessees drilled a successful well in
Mississippi Ganyon Block 110, the MMS assigned the
lease to a “field” that had produced prior to November
1995. Under regulations that MMS adopted purportedly
to implement the Royalty Relief Act, this “field desigha-
tion” deprived the lessees of royalty relief. This was
because MMS’s regulations imposed a “new production
requirement” as a pre-condition to royalty relief from New
Leases — i.e., under MMS’s regulations, an owner of a
New Lease would not be entitled to royalty relief without
proving that the lease was producing from a field that had
not produced prior to November 1995. The lessees filed
suit to appeal MMS’s field designation and denial of roy-
alty relief, raising two challenges to the regulations on
which the agency based its decision: first, the lessees
asserted that, by making royalty relief for New Leases
dependent on the satisfaction of a “new production
requirement,” MMS had unlawfully expanded a statutory
pre-condition to royalty relief that Congress had express-
ly limited to Pre-Act Leases; second, the lessees assert-
ed that the regulations unlawfully allocated royalty relief
for New Leases among all leases in a “field,” when

lessee’s demonstration o
Interior  that production
would be “economic” with
royalty relief, but would not
be “economic” without roy-
alty relief. Moreover, the
Act limits royalty relief for
Pre-Act Leases to royalties
that would be owed on “new
production” — i.e., produc-
tion from a lease that had
not produced prior to
November 1995. For royal-
ty relief on production from
New Leases, however,
Congress did not require
the lessee to satisfy any
economic criteria, it gave
Interior no discretion to
exercise in awarding royalty
relief, and it did not impose
a “new production require-
ment” as it had for Pre-Act
Leases. Rather, the only
statutory prerequisites for
royadty rdief for New
Leases are water depth,
location in the Guif of
Mexico, and date of
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About the Author

Jonathan A. Hunter: |Is a shareholder in the New
Orleans office of Liskow & Lewis, where he practices in
the firm’s oil and gas section as well as the firm’s energy
litigation section. He receives his bachelor’s degree from
yale University in 1983 and his law degree from Louisiana
State University Law Center in 1987, where he was
Editor-in-Chief of the Louisiana Law Review and a mem-
ber of the Order of the Coif. He is an Adjunct Lecturer in
Law at Tulane Law School, where he teaches Federal
Offshore Oil and Gas Law. He represents producers in a
wide variety of matters relating to federal offshore proper-
ties, including acquisi-
tions and divestitures of |
oil and gas properties,
representing clients
before the MMS on quali-
fication and assignment
approval issues, handling
administrative and judi-
cia appeals of MMS
orders to pay royalties
and negcatiating settle-
ments with the MMS of
royalty disputes. He also
has extensive experience
in energy-related litiga-
tion in state and federal
courts.

-

Congress intended that
each New Lease would be
entitled to the full statutory
complement of royalty relief.
Both the district court and
the Fifth Circuit held in favor
of the lessees and ruled that
the agency’s royalty relief
regulations are unlawful.
The Fifth Gircuit found
that Congress unambigu-
ously intended that royalty
relief for New Leases would
be automatic, as long as the
leases were issued in the
qualified areas and water
depths of the Gulf of Mexico
during lease sales held in
the vyeas 1996-2000.
Accordingly, the court found
that MMS’s regulatory impo-
sition of a “new production
requirement” for  New
Leases, which Congress
had imposed as a pre-con-
dition to royalty relief only
for Pre-Act Leases, violated
Congressiond intent. In
addition, the cout found
that MMS violated the
Royalty Relief Act by adopt-
ing regulations which allo-



cate royalty relief on a “field” basis, instead of allowing
each New Lease in a field to receive a full statutory vol-
ume of royalty relief.

The Fifth Gircuit’s decision rests on a bedrock legal prin -
ciple: that Congress, not Interior, makes the law.
Santa Fe Snyder v. Norton thus joins the well-established

PERRET DOISE
A PROFESSIONAL LAW CORPORATION
Members of the Oil & Gas Section:
R. Thomas Jorden, Jr. John W. Kolwe
Ted M. Anthony Margaret D. Swords

FNB TOWERS, SUITE 1200
600 JEFFERSON STREET
LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA 70501

PHONE: (337) 262-9000  FAX (337) 262-9001

Magnum Hunter Production, Inc.

Gregory L. Jessup, CPL
Vice President, Land * Offshore

B 600 E. Las CoLiNas BLvD * SUITE 1100
RVING TX 75039

PO. Box 140907 * IrRvING TX 75014

OFFICE (972) 401-0752 * Fax (972) 443-6450
BvalL. gjessup@magnumhuntercom

A SuBsiDIARY OF MaGNUM HUNIER R=sOURCES, INC. - NYSE (“MHR”)

PLANO SCHOLARSHIPS

Ted K. Jacabs, Director Energy Management
Program, the University of Oklahoma, was not able to
travel to New Orleans earlier this year to receive
PLANO's donation of $2,500 for the Scholarship
Program at this fine university. PLANO’ check was
mailed to the university and disbursements made to the
students qualifying for a scholarship. The photograph
below shows the formal presentation of PLANQ'’s “check”
to Ted.

body of case law holding that Interior is constrained by
the statutory limits on its authority. Companies owning
interests in New Leases should determine how this deci-
sion impacts their royalty accounting to the federal gov-
ernment.

625 East Kaliste Saloom Road

G ORDON Latayette, LA 70508-2540

ARATA (337) 2370132
McCoLLAM

301 Main Street

DUPLANT Suite 1600

EAGAN L Baton Rouge, LA 70825-0004

ATTORNEYS AT LawW (225) 381-9643

201 St. Charles Avenue 2200 West Loop South

40th Floor Suite 1050
New Orleans, LA 70170-4000 Houston, TX 77027-3533
(504) 582-1111 (713) 333-5500

www . gamde.com

ADAMS AND REESE Lip
m

A Professional Law Corporation

Baton Rouge
Birmintgham
Houston
Jackson One Shell Square
Nobile 701 Poydras Street, s uite 4500

New Orleans, Louisiana 70139
New Orleans

(504) 581-3234
Washington, D.C. www.adamsandreese.com

PLANO SCHOLARSHIPS

Make your reservations early for

PLANO’s Christmas Luncheon

Galatoire’s Restaurant
209 Bourbon Street
New Orleans, LA

Call: Margo Cameron at 504-593-7560, or
E-mail to margo_cameron@dom.com

Cost: $30.00 PLANO Members, or
$35.00 Non-PLANO Members

PLEASE bring a toy, suitably wrapped
and tagged for age group.
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GOLF TALK

The PLANO Fall Golf Tournament was held on
Monday, October 11th at Carter Plantation in
Springfield, Louisiana. Tropical Storm Matthew
threatened to postpone the tournament, but blue
skies and perfect weather greeted 128 players on
the day of the tournament. PLANQO’s first trip to
Carter Plantation was a tremendous success and
the new course received great reviews from the
players.

A special thanks to all of the generous Sponsors
who ensured the success of our event, namely:

SILVER SPONSORS
Burlington Resources Oil & Gas Company
McMoRan Oil & Gas LLC
Newfield Exploration Company
Strain, Dennis & Bates, L.L.P.

BRONZE HOLE SPONSORS
Harold J. Anderson, Inc.
Breazeale, Sachse & Wilson, L.L.P.
Cimarex Energy Co.
Clovelly Oil Co., Inc.

Continental Land & Fur Co., Inc.
Creighton, Richards, Higdon & Reeves, LLC
Cypress Energy Corporation
Dominion Exploration & Production, Inc.
Energy Partners, Lid.

C.H. Fenstermaker & Associates
Gordon, Arata, McCollam, Duplantis & Eagan, LLP
Hamilton Land Services
Kenneth S. Hill Properties, Inc.
Legacy Resources Co., L.P.

LLOG Exploration Company L.L.C.
Milling Benson Woodward L.L.P.
Montgomery, Barnett, Brown, Read, Hammond
& Mintz, L.L.P.

Nexen Petroleum Offshore U.S.A., Inc.
John O’Connell
ORX Resources, Inc.

Reese Production Company
Robert A. Schroeder
Shell Exploration & Production Gompany
Stone Energy Corporation
SunCoast Land Services, Inc.

Swift Energy Company
Taylor Energy Company
The William G. Helis Company, LLCThe Meridian
Resource & Exploration, LLC
The Oil & Gas Asset Clearinghouse
Virgin Offshore U.S.A.

Vintage Petroleum, Inc.

Waring & Associates Corp.

W & T Offshore, Inc.
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The tournament winners were:

1ST PLACE
Bill Daigle, Tod Hensatling,
Charles Kana, Barry Greer

2nd PLACE
Joey Landry, David Metz
Chris Baynas, Rusty Morris

3rd PLACE
Heath Suire, Kane Heinen
Kevin Donahue, Brad Broekstra

LONG DRIVE
#13 Glen Maxwell

CLOSEST TO HOLE
#3 Gordon Cain
#5 Jim Hunt
#12  Tony Smith
#17 Jimmy Thomas

A warm round of applause is due not only to Bill
Johnson and Rob Schroeder for setting up this
event and obtaining the prizes, but also to Linda
Morgan of Harold J. Anderson, Inc. who devotes a
great deal of time administratively from issuing let-
ters seeking sponsorships to typing the myriad of
documents needed by the Organizing Committee
members.

Thank you, thank you, thank you one and all for
a magnificent job!

PLANO LUNCHES

REMINDER — What's a ghost? Well, when an
event reservation is made but not used, PLANO is
left with a “ghost” on the reservation list. Three (3)
working days, i.e. 72 hours, prior to events, PLANO
is required to guarantee the number of attendees,
thus establishing the cost involved. This is a stan-
dard procedure in the catering world. Persons who
do not show up, or cancel after the guaranteed
number has been issued, are regarded as “ghosts”
for they cost PLANO just as much as actual atten-
dees. PLANO has to pay, and over the course of a
year, this can add up to quite an expense.

So, please help us out. If you've made a reser-
vation for an event, that’s great. We look forward to
seeing you there. If things get busy and you can’t
make it, we’ll miss you, but please make a call as
soon as you know and let the event organizer know
that you won'’t be there. Calling after the guarantee
has been issued will only serve to notify us you will
not be there, but we will still have to pay, and, in
turn, we will have to bill you. Rarely, if ever, can
adjustments be made to the orders.



2004 PLANO SPONSORS

The Professional Landmen’s Association of New Orleans would like to thank the following parties
for their participation in PLANO’s sponsorship program.
The dedication and support given by these sponsors of PLANO is greatly appreciated.

PLATINUM SPONSORS
Harold J. Anderson, Inc.
Burlington Resources Inc.
ChevronTexaco
Dominion Exploration & Production, Inc.
Legacy Resources Co., LL.P.
McMoRan Oil & Gas LLC
Pioneer Natural Resources USA, Inc.
Robert A. Schroeder
Taylor Energy Company

GOLD SPONSORS
Energy Partners, Ltd.
ExxonMobil Production Company
Stone Energy Corporation

SILVER SPONSORS
BP America Production Company
Denbury Resources Inc.
EnCana Gulf of Mexico LLC
Fowler, Rodriguez & Chalos
Helis Oil & Gas Company, L.1.C.
Liskow & Lewis
Magnum Hunter Resources Inc.
Merlin Oil & Gas, Inc.

Murphy Exploration & Production Company-USA
Newfield Exploration Company
Onebane Law Firm
Schully, Roberts, Slattery, Jaubert & Marino
SunCoast Land Services, Inc.

Virgin Oil Company, Inc.

W & T Offshore Incorporated

BRONZE SPONSORS
Acadian Land Services, L.L.C.
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation
Apache Corporation
BHP Billiton Petroleum (Americas) Inc.
Black Stone Minerals Company, LP
Breazeale, Sachse & Wilson, L.L.P.
Carver, Darden, Koretzky, Tessier, Finn, Blossman & Areaux, LL.C.
Century Exploration New Orleans, Inc.
Challenger Minerals Inc. (CMI)
Cimarex Energy Co.

Clovelly Oil Co., Inc.
ConocoPhillips Company
Continental Land & Fur Co., Inc.
Cypress Energy Corporation

Devon Energy Production Company, L.P.
El Paso Production Company
ENI Petroleum Co. Inc. (formerly AGIP Petroleum)
EOG Resources Inc.
Explore Enterprises LLC
C.H. Fenstermaker & Associates, Inc.
Frawley, Wogan, Miller & Co., Inc.

Gieger, Laborde & Laperouse, L.1..C.
Gordon, Arata, McCollam, Duplantis & Eagan, LLP
Gryphon Exploration Company
Hunt Petroleum Corporation
Japex (U.S.) Corp.

Jones, Walker, Waechter, Poitevent, Carrere & Denegre, L.IL.P.
Land Management Services, LLC
LLOG Exploration Company, L.I..C.
Mariner Energy, Inc.

Maritech Resources, Inc.

Marlin Energy Offshore, L.L.C.

Maxus (U.S.) Exploration Co., a Subsidiary of Repsol YPF
MCX Exploration (USA), Ltd.
Meridian Resource & Exploration, LLC (The)
Miami Corporation
Milling Benson Woodward, L..L..P.
Montgomery Barnett
NCX Company, L.L.C.

Nexen Petroleum U.S.A. Inc.

Noble Energy, Inc.

The Oil & Gas Asset CLEARINGHOUSE, L.P.
ORX Resources, Inc.

Pennington Oil & Gas Interests, L.L.C.
Perret Doise
Petroleum Land Resources, Inc.
PetroQuest Energy, L.1.C.

Pingora Exploration Company LL.C
Plains Exploration & Production Company
Pruet Offshore Company
RIMCO Production Company, Inc.

Shell Exploration & Production Company
Spinnaker Exploration Co., L.L..C.

Stone Energy Corporation
Strain, Dennis & Bates, L.LL.P.

Swift Energy Company
The Houston Exploration Company
UNOCAL Corporation
Vintage Petroleum, Inc.

Wall & Bullington LI.C
Westport Resources Corporation
Lynell D. Zelenka

The PLANO 2004 Sponsor Program is ongoing. For those who wish to become a sponsor,
please call Harold J. Anderson @ 504-276-5858, or Margo Cameron @ 504-593-7560.
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PROFESSIONAL LANDMEN’S ASSOCIATION
OF NEW ORLEANS
PO. Box 51123
New Orleans, Louisiana 70151-1123

Deepwater Property Management LLC..

REvoOLUTIONIZING THE WAY LAND DEPARTMENTS WORK

WE OFFER COMPLETE COPYRIGHTED DESCRIPTIVE INDEXES ABSTRACTING EVERY LEASE IN
THE GULF OF MEXICO IN AN EASY TO FOLLOW FORMAT AT ONLY $975 AN INDEX - INCLUDING

* OPERATING RIGHTS OWNERSHIP

* RECORD TITLE OWNERSHIP

* ALL NON-REQUIRED FILINGS

GET MMS PUBLIC ADJUDICATION DOCUMENTS 24 HOURS A DAY/7 DAYS A WEEK
CALL US TODAY TO SEE HOW EASY AND INEXPENSIVE DUE DILIGENCE CAN BE

Why Ever do MMS Research Again?

When we’ve already done it for you!

5500 PRYTANIA STREET
New ORLEANS, LouisiaNna 70115

504.454.8445



